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Repair of large full - thickness defect of
cheek with free anterolateral thigh flap

ZHAO Hai - yun , WEI Wei , CHEN Jie , et al.

( Department of Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery , the Second People’ s Hospital of Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region , Guilin 541002, China)

Abstract ;  Objective  To investigate the methodology and effectiveness of free anterolateral thigh flap
( ALT ) for repairing large full -thickness defect of cheek after tumor resection. Methods From Dec 2006 to
Dec 2009, large full - thickness defect of cheek after tumor resection was repaired with ALT in 19 patients. The
defect size of jowl area ranged from 8 cm x 6 cm to 4 cm x 4 cm while that of cheek area was from 9 em x 7 em
to 6 em x 5 em. The ALT was harvested with available size ranged from 20 em X 8 em to 12 em X 6 cm.
Results Flaps survived in all 19 cases with satisfactory vocal function and appearance. Conclusion Owing to
application of enough tissue and preservation of well appearance and function , ALT flap is ideal for repairing the
large full - thickness defect of cheek after tumor resection.
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